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Abstract 



PURPOSE:To temporarily print out a picture regardless of a lack of blank ink by providing a means 
which substitutes a running-out ink with another ink different in color at the time of receiving a 
monochromatic picture. 

CONSTITUTION :Color discriminating members 24 indicating the colors of ink stored in ink cartridges 
22 are added to a color printer 20, and a detecting circuit 26 detects the presence/absence of ink 
cartridges and color information of color discriminating members 24 and detects residual amounts of 
ink. In the case of a monochromatic reception picture, print is executed when black ink exists; but if it 
does not exist, this state is displayed on an operation and display panel, and an operator is pressed to 
select another ink. When the operator will select another color, he selects one arbitrary available color 
through the operation and display panel 18. Thus, print output using the alternative color is selected in 
the case of running-out of ink, and this method is useful when the operator wants to obtain the 
temporary print output. 
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